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' Riding, at first dangerous and forced upon him with
stern discipline, despite his tearful resistance, was finally
mastered and practised with delight and skill. The
process, which it cost unspeakable self-control to watch,
illustrates the method, and it may be worth setting out in
detail. When the Prince was eight and a half years old, a
lacquey still had to lead his pony by the rein, because his
balance was so bad that his unsteadiness caused intolerable
anxiety to himself and others. So long as this lasted, he
could not learn to ride ; it had to be overcome no matter
at what cost. Neither groom nor riding-master could do
it. Therefore, the tutor, using a moral authority over his
pupil that had become absolute, set the weeping Prince on
his horse, without stirrups, and compelled him to gothrough
the various paces. He fell off continually ; every time,
despite his prayers and tears, he was lifted up and set upon
its back again. After weeks of torture the difficult task
was accomplished ; he had got his balance. These morning
exercises in the alleys of the Park were a nightmare to
everyone ; worse for the torturer than the tortured. Such
an unusual, if natural, weakness could only be overcome
by unusual energy and ruthlessness/

" My brother Henry often howled with pain when
compelled to witness the martyrdom of my youth/' says
William II, when recalling those horrific riding lessons in
the Park at Potsdam.

Under Hinzpeter the day's work started for William and
Henry at 6 a.m. and finished at about 7 p.m. Nothing must
be allowed to disturb the rigid plan, since ' habit of duty '
was Hinzpeter's fanatical creed. He talked of this to the
Crown Princess as his ' great plan/ The boys dined with
their parents in the middle of the day, when there were no
visitors, and there was an afternoon break for exercise ; but
this period was not pleasurable to William, even after he had
mastered the art of horsemanship, for whether the relentless
tutor chose that his pupils should walk out or ride out in
their period of relaxation, he filled the time with schoolroom